NABARD Officials from HO Mumbai visits WADI Projects at Garbada &

Jhalod in Gujarat implemented by GVT-Dahod

Overview of Wadi Program in Dahod

GVT Gujarat Unit is implementing two Wadi Programs in Dahod district with financial and
technical support from NABARD Ahmedabad. The first Wadi Project was initiated by GVT in
2009 in Garbada Taluka popularly known as inorganic Fruit Wadi with combination of 2
fruit plants, viz.,, Mango and Pomegranate. GVT successfully implemented the program with
the support of the community members and established around 1000 Wadis. Presently,
GVT is in the process of consolidating already established Wadis with maintenance and
strengthening work of these Wadis. The second Wadi Project called Organic Mandwa Wadi
was started in the year 2012 in Jhalod Taluka. As per action plan, GVT has successfully
established 600 Wadis and increased the income of farmers through creepers vegetable
and intercropping.

GVT Garbada Wadi Visit

An exposure visit was organized by NABARD Ahmedabad Office consisting of 9 team
members from NABARD Mumbai to review and assess the impact and implementation of
the Wadi Program on 26™ November 2013.

The team first visited Abhlod village in Garbada block where they examined 10 Wadis and
were given brief introduction about the process of establishing wadi. They were pleased to
see the growth of Mango and Pomegranate plants. After visit to the Wadi, a meeting was
held with Wadi owners. Around 40 men and 30 women participated in the meeting and
shared their experience regarding increase in their incomes.

NABARD officials appreciated villagers for doing excellent work in Wadi and in creating
various people centric institutions in the village for overall development of the village.

GVT Jhalod Wadi Visit

After visiting Abhlod village, the officials went to Dungri Village of Jhalod taluka where they
surveyed two Mandawa Wadis and interacted with the farmers. Initially, a presentation
was shown to the officials on how the Wadi program was initiated in village including
process of farmer selection, awareness campaign, demonstration, Exposure visit and
establishing Mandwa.

The farmers Damor Malsingh bhai & Nankiben shared that through creeper vegetable and
intercropping they have earned around Rs. 20,000 in the last 3 months and are expecting
Rs. 60,000 at the end of season. Officials discussed in detail about the quality of seeds,
certification process, tools and equipments and understood how Mandap is formed. The
farmers also informed the officials of not migrating in the current season because they are




able to generate income at the home. Officials appreciated daily records maintained by
farmers in which production and income are reported.

After the visit, a village meeting was organized where around 70 farmers from different
Wadis talked about increase in their income with wadi. The Wadi farmer from Sutharwasa
village shared his experience of how he earned an income of Rs. 90000 under this program.
Several other women farmers also explained in detail about their experiences. NABARD
officials applauded village community for implementing Wadi program successfully in
Dungri Village.

At the end, GVT shared its experience gathered while implementing the project through a
power point presentation in Panchayat Bhawan.
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